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dangers of their noble profession. We 
acknowledge their brave service and 
fortify our support of their work to 
protect our families and our commu-
nities. 

I yield the floor. 
f 

RECESS 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
in recess until 2:15 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:30 p.m., 
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mrs. CAPITO). 

f 

RECESS SUBJECT TO THE CALL OF 
THE CHAIR 

Mr. MORAN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate be 
in recess subject to the call of the 
chair. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 2:15 p.m., 
recessed subject to the call of the Chair 
and reassembled at 2:41 p.m. when 
called to order by the Presiding Officer 
(Mrs. CAPITO). 

f 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR—Continued 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader is recognized. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent to use my 
leader time. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
this week we observe National Police 
Week, which is an annual gathering of 
tens of thousands of law enforcement 
personnel right here in our Nation’s 
Capital. America will pay special trib-
ute tomorrow to the service and sac-
rifice of our fallen officers as we mark 
Peace Officers Memorial Day. 

Officers from all around the country 
will join together to honor their broth-
ers and sisters in uniform who have 
made the ultimate sacrifice, and the 
rest of the Nation will remember how 
blessed we are by the selfless sacrifices 
of this ‘‘thin blue line’’ that protects 
our families and keeps our commu-
nities safe. 

I extend a warm welcome to the 
many Kentuckians who have traveled 
here this week, and along with them, I 
am thinking especially of four of their 
comrades whose names will be added to 
the National Law Enforcement Officers 
Memorial this year: Hickman police of-
ficer Rodney Smith, whose patrol car 
was washed into a field while he was 
checking on members of his commu-
nity during a flood; Patrolman Scotty 
Hamilton, of the Parkville Police De-
partment, who was murdered while he 
was investigating a suspicious vehicle 
for narcotics activity; Hopkinsville po-
lice officer Phillip Meacham, who was 
shot and killed while off duty as he as-
sisted a fellow officer; and Louisville 

Metro Police Department detective 
Deidre Mengedoht, who was struck and 
killed while conducting a traffic stop 
on Christmas Eve. 

With more than three decades of 
combined service, these heroic Ken-
tuckians left behind spouses, children, 
and an entire Commonwealth that 
mourns their tragic losses. It is my 
honor to have represented them in the 
Senate and to represent all those who 
wear the uniform. It was an honor to 
proudly cosponsor the resolution desig-
nating this as National Police Week. 

I also pause to recognize the U.S. 
Capitol Police, whose officers protect 
all of us in this building every day. 
Their professionalism and dedicated 
service make our democracy possible 
and allow millions of visitors to ob-
serve their government up close each 
year. 

NOMINATIONS 
Madam President, on another mat-

ter, this morning, we voted to confirm 
Michael Truncale to serve as a U.S. dis-
trict judge for the Eastern District of 
Texas. Now we are considering Kenneth 
Lee, of California, who is slated to 
serve as a judge on the Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals. 

Mr. Lee is a graduate of Cornell Uni-
versity and Harvard Law School, and 
he held a clerkship in the Fifth Circuit 
Court of Appeals. Since then, his 
record has been marked by his success 
in private practice as a litigator, in his 
distinguished public service as an Asso-
ciate White House Counsel during the 
Bush administration, and in his work 
as an adjunct professor at Pepperdine 
University School of Law. 

In addition to a ‘‘unanimously well 
qualified’’ rating from the ABA, which 
is the best it can give, and a favorable 
report from the Judiciary Committee, 
Mr. Lee has earned the especially high 
esteem of one of our own colleagues. 
The junior Senator from Arkansas at-
tended law school with the nominee. 
He has personally testified that Mr. 
Lee is ‘‘not only a brilliant lawyer, but 
more important, he’s a man of high 
character.’’ 

So I hope, as this body continues our 
work toward swiftly processing the 
backlog of well-qualified nominees on 
the Executive Calendar, that each of 
my colleagues will join me in sup-
porting the confirmation of Kenneth 
Lee. 

ECONOMIC GROWTH 
Madam President, on one final mat-

ter, since the beginning of this Con-
gress, the Nation has watched two fas-
cinating trends play out. 

We have observed the job market— 
and the opportunities available to 
working Americans—continue to break 
records and open new doors across the 
country. At the very same time, we 
have watched a new House Democratic 
majority, along with our friends across 
the aisle in this body, put forward a 
laundry list of proposals that appear to 
be tailor-made to shut those many 
doors. 

Two weeks ago, the contrast was 
drawn especially stark. Just a few days 

before we received a new Labor Depart-
ment report that 263,000 new jobs were 
created during the month of April, 
House Democrats held a hearing on leg-
islation to heap a massive new tax bur-
den on American producers and con-
sumers in pursuit of a one-size-fits-all, 
Washington-run health insurance 
scheme; news of the lowest national 
unemployment rate since 1969 and a 
roadmap for Medicare for None; an eco-
nomic moment that has seen more job 
openings than job seekers for the first 
time in recorded history alongside a 
proposal for a Federal social program 
that could leave taxpayers with an es-
timated $32 trillion bill. 

It is not the first time I have men-
tioned this staggering pricetag here on 
the floor, but the news of this reality is 
spreading. Our friends in the press are 
catching on to the fact that the plan to 
implement Medicare for None isn’t as 
neatly wrapped as its sponsors would 
suggest. ‘‘Tax Hikes on the Wealthy 
Alone Can’t Pay for ‘Medicare for 
All.’’’ That was one headline from last 
week. The cat is out of the bag. Ac-
cording to one analyst, ‘‘there isn’t $30 
trillion sitting around from high earn-
ers . . . it just doesn’t exist.’’ 

Turning these socialist policies into 
reality would fall on the shoulders of 
all kinds of working families. Indeed, 
raising what the Senate Democrats’ 
plan is estimated to cost over a 10-year 
period would require, according to the 
same analyst—listen to this—‘‘dou-
bling all personal and corporate in-
come taxes or tripling payroll taxes.’’ 
Let me say that again: doubling or tri-
pling the taxes that all Americans pay, 
not just the wealthy. Far-left class 
warfare rhetoric will not pay those 
bills. That will take real money that 
will have to be taken from real middle- 
class families. 

As communities across the country 
continue to reap the benefits of this re-
markable opportunity economy— 
helped by the policy accomplishments 
that the Republicans have worked hard 
to enact—the Democrats’ plan to pile 
radical new costs on the shoulders of 
the American people is looking like an 
especially tough sell. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

clerk will call the roll. 
The senior assistant legislative clerk 

proceeded to call the roll. 
Mrs. CAPITO. I ask unanimous con-

sent that the order for the quorum call 
be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
BLACKBURN). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam President, this 
week is National Police Week—a time 
to honor the sacrifices and the service 
of our Federal, State, and local law en-
forcement officers. 

I want to take this opportunity as a 
Senator from West Virginia to thank 
the officers who keep our communities 
across our country safe. 
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